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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  828 

This  week  our  economists  estimated  we  face  a  new  record  supply  of  wheat , 
for  the  marketing  year  which  began  July  1.    The  Department  announced  a  national 
average  wheat  support  price,  as  redetermined  as  of  Tuesday,  at  &L.82  per  bushel. 
This  represents  a  k  cents  a  "bushel  increase  above  the  advance  'minimum'  price 
announced  for  the  '58  crop  in  April  '57.  .  .  The  Special  Milk  Program  has  been 
renewed  for  three  years.  .   .And  so  far,  about  $1  million  in  Federal  funds  have 
been  made  available  to  help  five  western  States  check  the  migratory  grasshoppers. 

Record  High  I  Hie  at  Supply 

The  total  U.S.  wheat  supply  for  the  marketing  year  which  began  July  1  is 
expected  to  reach  to  a  record  2  billion  166  million  bushels.    That  would  be  lS 
percent  more  than  last  year  and  6  percent  above  the  previous  record,  in  5^-5T« 
The  bigger  crop  this  year  accounts  for  most  of  the  increase.    The  carryover  was 
about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Yield  per  acre  for  printer  wheat  are  a  record 
high  and  those  for  spring  wheat,  while  below  last  year,  are  expected  to  run 
above  average.    Because  the  big  crop  is  considerably  larger  than  the  likely 
use  in  this  country  plus  the  probable  demand  for  exports,  our  specialists  figure 
U.S.  wheat  prices  likely  to  show  more  seasonal  decline  this  year  than  usual. 
They  say,  however,  as  in  recent  years,  prices  may  strengthen  after  the  heavy 
after-harvest  movement  slacks  up.    They  say  present  prospects  point  to  a  good 
wheat  crop  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  generally  again  this  year. 

Policy  Committee  Reviews  Research 


Early  this  week,  USDA's  Agricultural  Policy  Committee;  all  from  outside 
the  Government,  met  here  with  chairmen  of  the  Department's  25  research  and 
marketing  advisory  committees.    They  reviewed  the  system  of  advisory-committees; 
representing  farmers  and  ranchers,  State  and  private  research  organizations 
and  industries  concerned  with  agriculture;  and  endorsed  its  continued  operation. 
They  also  reaffirmed  the  importance  of  research  in  agriculture.    The  meeting 
agreed  that  to  a  large  degree  basic  research  will  set  the  pace  for  more 

productive  applied  research  in  the  future  During  the  fiscal  year  ended 

June  30,  more  than  75*000  schools  and  institutions  took  part  in  the  Special 
Milk  Program,  now  extended  another  three  years.    It  served  nearly  2  billion 
half  pints  of  milk  to  children,  in  addition  to  milk  served  children  under  the 
National  School  Lunch  Program.    The  Special  Milk  Program  encourages  more  use  of 
fluid  mi  11c  through  a  system  of  reimbursement  or  incentive  payments. 
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Atomic-Age  "Fly-Factory"  Opening 


This  is  probably  the  weirdest  invitation  you  ever  got.    But  you  radio  and 
TV  boys  are  invited  to  attend  the  opening- day  ceremony  and  tour  the  screworm 
fly  sterilizing  plant  at  Sebring,  Florida.    Time:  2:00  p.m.  Thursday,  July  10. 
This  plant  will  start  producing  up  to  50  million  screworm  flies  a  week  soon 
after  the  opening  and  the  plant  will  be  closed  to  all  but  authorized  persons. 
All  these  flies  will  be  raised  to  help  wipe  their  own  kind  out  of  the  country. 
Screwworms  are  destructive  pests  of  farm  animals  and  wildlife  in  the  southeast. 
In  this  Florida  plant,  millions  of  screworm  pupae  will  be  treated  with 
sterilizing  gamma-rays  from  radioactive  cobalt  before  they  develop  into  flies. 
As  they  develop  into  flies  they  will  be  released  over  screworm  infested  areas. 
As  native  female  screworm  flies  mating  with  sterilized  males  will  not  reproduce, 
the  release  of  enough  sterile  flies  is  expected  to  gradually  reduce  the  native 
screworm  populations  to  zero.    USDA  and  Florida  officials  are  not  kidding  about 
this.    USDA  tried  it  out  on  a  small  scale  to  eliminate  screwworms  from  the 
island  of  Curacao,  Butch  West  Indies,  and  it  worked. 

Closed-Circuit  TV  Teaching 

Besides  reaching  over  500  students  on  the  campus,  Penn.  State  U.  reports 
its  closed- circuit  television  teaching  of  a  sociology  course,  goes  to  fifty 
students  ^0  miles  away;  and  the  same  course,  unmodified,  is  being  broadcast 
where  a  million  and  a  half  people  can  see  it  on  their  home  sets  for  the  tuning 
in.    During  the  past  year,  over  5>000  Penn  State  students  were  enrolled  on  one 
or  more  TV  courses.    Quality-wise  the  TV  trained  students  seem  to  learn  as  well 
as  those  who  get  their  instruction  face-to-face  in  the  conventional  class-room. 
-  -  but  the  Penn.  people  admit  there  are  problems.    They  say  more  basic  research 
is  needed  to  find  if  the  TV  presentation  affects  academic  achievement  and 

intellectual  development  -  -  And  speaking  of  Penn.  State,  Hal  Fox, 

Ass't  Ext.  Ed.  there,  tells  us  "the  largest  meeting,  of  its  kind  ever  held  in 
Pennsylvania"  will  be  the  30th  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Coop- 
eration, Aug.  2U-27.    He  expects  it  to  attract  3>000  -people,  including  1,200 
farm  youth  and  young  farmers.    The  challenge  of  integration,  rural  electrif icatior 
pension  plans,  research,  and  education  will  get  a  going  over;  and  the  program 
will  deal  frankly  with  the  problem  before  co-ops  all  over  the  country:    how  to 
get  a  bigger  slice  of  the  consumer's  dollar  for  the  farmer. 

For  Recording  on  Your  Tape 

73Q7<3  "Forage  Besearch  Report"  -  Dr.  Herman  Binger,  ARS,  Western  Lab  reports 

TIME:  2:00 

7I1-Q78  "Liquid  Fertilizer  Becoming  Popular"  -  Howard  Hass  and  Ualter  Hulbert,  ARS, 
USDA's  Beltsville  Research  Center,  discuss  a  fresh  view  of  l.f.  use. 

TIME:  3:5^ 

11017.'    Ifhat  a  Trek.' 

If  they  carried  out  their  plans,  about  now  Mai  Hansen ;  ITOU,  Omaha,  and 
Chief  Beaty  are  out  in  Denver  going  over  Mai's  plans  to  stop  over  at  our 
Beltsville  Research  Center  on  his  10th  1T01T-TV  annual  Farm  Study  Tour.    This  one 
will  take  in  prominent  points  in  the  Eastern  U.S.  and  Canada.    Mai  figures,  if 
he  could  string  these  tours  altogether  he  would  have  one  of  the  epic  migrations 
of  all  time.    He  claims  to  have  led  1200  persons  over  six  million  miles.  He's 
figuring  on  150  to  200  mldwestemers  on  this  10th  tour,  Sept.  23  to  Oct.  7- 
They  expect  to  make  it  here  on  Sept.  26. 


-  3  - 

Colorful  Research  Show  in  Hawaii 

^J^t^  lr&^  Teut°a>  ARS,  is  just  tack  from  giving  11  "Research  on  Parade" 
snows  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  several  more  in  the  Northwest.    Three  in  H.I 
were  on  TV  -  one  at  Hilo  and  two  at  Honolulu  -  with  U.  of  Hawaii  co-eds  doing 

ing*  /ra?k  al3°  Served  the  natives  with  pineapple  juice  made  from  the 
powdered  form  developed  by  our  California  researchers.    He  demonstrated  too,  how 
iresh  English  walnuts  keep  in  the  wraps  devised  by  those  scientists.    Folks  at 
the  Rotary  Convention  on  the  Islands  pronounced  the  show  the  most  colorful 
program  ever  to  come  to  Hawaii  from  Washington.  .  .On  the  way  back  Frank  gave 
several  shows  including  one  for  the  Idaho  4-H  Club  Roundup  at  Pullman,  Wash. , 
and  for  the  Washington  State  Bankers  Ass'n  meeting  in  Victoria,  B.C.  .  .  .The 
u.R.O.  sign  had  to  be  hung  up  at  the  Bankers'  breakfast  when  Frank  got  the  help 
of  four  airline  stewardesses  and  Miss  Washington  State  to  model  the  latest  in 
research  farm-fiber  dresses.  .  .July  Ik,  Frank  is  scheduled  to  present  "Research 
on  Parade    at  Mississippi  State  University  at  Starkville,  Miss. 

Survey  Markets  for  U.S.  Seed  Abroad 

Assistant  Secretary  Don  Paarlberg,  addressing  the  Idaho-Eastern  Oregon  Seed 
Association  meeting  in  Sun  Valley  on  Saturday,  told  of  several  developments  look- 
tt    i^°^ar    Vider  markets  for  seed  grown  in  the  U.S.    He  said  that  since  the  last 
World  War  the  United  States  has  taken  over  world  leadership  in  the  production 
of  vegetable  seeds.    A  seed  demonstration  project  is  now  under  way  in  Columbia 
to  demonstrate  how  pasture  practice  can  be  improved  through  the  use  of  U.S. 
pasture  seeds.    This  project  is  being  conducted  by  the  Michigan  State  University. 
The  Oregon  Seed  Council-USDA  team  has  just  completed  a  survey  in  Burma,  Thailand, 
Hong  Kong,  Korea  and  Japan,  to  find  what  the  prospects  are  for  developing  U.S. 
seed  markets  in  those  countries.    In  the  next  few  days,  representatives  of  the 
Department  and  the  Pacific  Export  Seed  Market  Institute  will  begin  another  seed 
market  survey  in  Europe  -  visiting  Italy,  Greece,  France,  Austria,  Belgium,  and 
Germany.    Secretary  Paarlberg  pointed  out  that  we  already  have  a  rather 
substantial  international  trade  in  seed,  both  exports  and  imports.    Imports  have 
tripled  since  the  war.    This  year  more  than  $20  million  worth  of  seed  were 
offered  for  importation  from  25  countries.    We  export  a  similar  substantial 
quantity  of  seed  and  he  sees  some  good  possibilities  for  further  increasing  our 
foreign  sales.    He  emphasized  the  importance  of  maintaining  high  standards  of 
quality  in  our  export  trade. 

U.S.  *  U.S.S.R.  Ag.  Info.  Exchange  Begins 

Our  farm  economics  team,  headed  by  Sherman  Johnson,  took  off  for  Moscow 
Wednesday.    It  is  the  first  of  six  teams,  each  seeking  technical  information 
on  different  phases  of  agriculture,  which  USDA  will  send  to  the  Soviet  Union 
this  year  and  next.    Similar  groups  will  come  here  from  Russia.    Our  economics 
team  plans  to  confer  with  Russian  Minister  of  Agriculture  V.  Matsgevich,  whom 
some  of  you  met  when  he  was  here  in  '55,  and  with  government  statisticians  and 
State  planners,  and  other  officials  of  the  leading  agricultural  and  scientific 
institutions  of  Russia.    Members  of  the  team  will  tour  the  farm  country,  visit 
experiment  stations,  collective  and  state  farms  and  machine-tractor  stations. 
They  will  observe  the  crop  handling  facilities  near  Kiev  and  machinery  stations 
near  Leningrad,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country.    The  tour  will  take  about  30 
days.  .  .  .Remember  the  15th  National  Farm  Safety  Week  is  July  20  to  26  -  not 
long  now  to  plan  those  programs.    Accidents  don't  just  happen.    They  happen  to 
people  -  Why? 
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Heard  and  Seen  Far  and  Wide  July  7-12 

"Crop  Conditions  and  Prospects"  reported  by  RFDs  from  different  regions 
of  the  U.S. ;  and  a  "Salute  to  American  Country  Life  Association's  Annual 
Meeting" ;  on  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT,  Sat.  July  12, 
over  NEC. 

"Seed  Laboratory  at  Ft.  Collins,  Colo."  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  will  tell  what 
the  new  setup  is  like  and  what  it  means  to  farmers  throughout  the  country,  on 
American  Farmer  program,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDI,  Sat.  July  12,  over  ABNetwork. 

"Under  Ground  Water  Storage  Research"  -  Dr.  Leonard  Schiff ,  ARS,  Bakersfield, 
Calif.,  will  discuss  this  project  with  roving- reporter  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  over 
the  Clear  Channel  Stations  during  July  12  weekend. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS  -  9:30-9:^5  a.m.  EDT,  Sat.  July  12. 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  with  Richard  Harkness,  on  NBC  evenings,  July  7-11. 

"Co-ops  for  Rural  Development"  and  "New  Cow  Metabolism  Research",  reported 
in  pictures,  make  up  USDA  TV  Packages  for  mailing  July  U  and  July  11. 

Outstanding  Farm  Safety  Show 

Jack  Crowner,  WAVE-TV,  Louisville,  who  has  just  been  made  an  FFA  Honorary 
State  Farmer  of  Ky. ,  claims  he's  going  to  have  one  of  the  outstandingest  safety 
shows  in  the  nation,  come  July  19th.    He's  sending  a  summary  later.  .  .Last 
week,  Jack  reports  another  first  for  Ky.  and  so.    Ind.  -  a  western  quarter-horse 
show.    Earlier  in  June,  they  televised  the  Kentucky  Spring  Lamb  Show  and  sale. 
They  took  the  cameras  right  down  to  the  stockyards  and  did  a  remote  within  a 
remote,  since  Jack's  show  was  on  remote  from  their  farm.  .  .  .Jim  Edwards  warns 
us  we'll  be  hearing  a  lot  during  the  next  three  months  about  the  Prairie  Farmer- 
WLS  Farm  Progress  Show,  which  they  call  "The  World's  Fair  of  Agriculture'.  This 
year  they're  holding  it  on  the  Warren  North  farm  near  Brookston,  Ind.,  on  Sept. 

2kth  and  25th  Frank  Atwood's  WTIC  Hartford,  Conn.,  has  recognized  the 

outstanding  work  of  another  beginning  young  dairy  farmer.    WTIC  is  sending  Myron 
Cobb  of  Columbia,  to  the  FFA  Convention  at  K.C.  in  Oct.    He  qualified  for  consid- 
eration via  a  calf  bought  on  a  loan  through  the  WTIC  Farm  Youth  Program,  and  was 
chosen  from  eight  farm  boys  all  of  whom  had  taken  part  in  the  Program. 

Meet  '39  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve 

You  can  get  first  hand  info,  about  the  '59  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve 
program  at  a  series  of  3-day  regional  meetings  near  the  end  of  this  month  and  the 
first  part  of  August.    The  latch-string  is  out  to  you  radio,  television,  and 
press  representatives.    What's  more,  a  Commodity  Stabilization  Service  information 
man  will  be  on  hand  at  each  meeting  to  help  you  arrange  live  radio  and  television 
programs  or  to  make  tape  recordings.    He  will  help  you  dig  up  the  details  you 
need.    Top  Conservation  Reserve  men  from  the  Department  will  be  at  each  conference 
Here  are  their  names,  and  the  places  and  dates  of  the  regional  meetings: 

Willard  Lamphere,  CSS,  will  help  any  of  you  who  attend  the  Northeast, 
Mid-West,  or  the  Southeast  Regionals.    Bob  Ingram,  CSS,  is  the  man  for  those  who 
take  in  the  Southwest  or  Northwest  Area.    The  Northeast  Regional  will  be  at  the 
Gov.  Clinton  Hotel,  New  York,  July  21-23;  the  Mid-West  at  Maryland  Hotel,  Chicago, 
July  23-25;  and  the  Southeast  Regional  at  Daytona  Plaza  Hotel,  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla     July  30-Aug.  1.    The  Southwest  at  Biltmore  Hotel,  Okla.  City,  Aug.  4-o; 
and' Northwest  at  Paxton  Hotel,  Omaha,  Aug.  6-8.    The  first  two  days  of  each  meet- 
ing will  be  devoted  to  the  '59  Conservation  Reserve;  the  last  day  to  the  Ag. 
Conservation  Program  (ACP). 

Sincerely, 
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Letter  Bb.  829 

With  the  smallest  total  acreage  planted  in  ko  years,  it  now  looks  like 
we  11  have  as  big  an  outturn  of  crops  this  year  as  any  other  year  in  our  history. 
The  Department's  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  yesterday  that  winter  wheat  is 
setting  a  new  production  record.    Soybean  acreage  is  record  size  and  growth 
conditions  promising.    The  corn  crop  seems  a  little  smaller  than  last  year, 
hut  well  above  average.    He  may  have  the  smallest  acreage  in  cotton  for  harvest 
in  over  a>  years.    The  Board  sees  plenty  of  hay  well  distributed  -  totaling 
seconc.  only  to  last  year's  record  crops.    Per  cow,  milk  production  was  near 
recora  levels  for  July  1.    In  spite  of  troubles  in  some  sections,  the  crop 
outlook  is  generally  favorable. 

Hog  and  Cattle  Trend  Upward 

tto™™3  V6ek'  in  their  mcnthly  review  of  the  livestock  and  meat  situation, 
USDA  economists  noted  the  beginning  of  an  upward  trend  in  hog  production.  They 
also  estimate  cattle  production  is  beginning  a  cyclical  rise.    They  figure 
prices  of  feeder  cattle  likely  to  stay  considerably  higher  than  last  year 
during  most  or  all  the  fall.    And  unless  prices  of  cattle  and  hogs  go  down 
more  than  now  seems  probable,  prices  of  lambs  will  likely  hold  up  well  this 
summer  and  fall.    Retail  prices  of  meat  this  summer  will  be  higher  than  last 
summer.    They  do  say,  however,  that  if  hog  production  keeps  up  at  the  rapid  pace 
now  oegun,  hog  production  will  prove  excessive.    Severe  price  adjustments  in 
hogs  tall  follow  in  the  fall  of  '59. 

New-  Forest  Fire  Research  Lab 

Foresters,  meteorologists,  chemists,  and  physicists  are  teaming  up  to  find 
new  and  better  ways  to  control  forest  fires.    U.S.  Forest  Service  has  announced 
it  will  build  a  new  research  lab  at  Ilissoula,  Mont.,  near  the  F.S.  aerial  fire 
depot,  so  they  can  use  aircraft  and  smoke jumpers .    They  aim  to  study  the 
flammability  of  different  fuels  on  the  forest  floor  and  try  out  new  ways  to 
smother  fires  under  varying  conditions.    They  will  irork  closely  with  the  U  S 
Weather  Bureau  and  other  State  and  Federal  agencies. 

*h**,B*g  ^MTRFD  MeetiDg  in  Denver:    ^en  Chuck  Muller,  KOA,  Denver,  invited  the 
Wat  1  Ass  n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  to  hold  its  '58  summer  meet 
in  hi»  town,  he  figured  it  would  be  a  good  chance  to  show  off  Colorado  as  one  of 
the  Lation  s  outstanding  agricultural  areas,  its  cool  weather,  and  other  vacation 
attractions.    Chief  Layne  Beaty  says  he  was  accurate  in  all  those  predictions 
except  the  weather,  but  the  mile-high  heat  was  no  obstacle  to  having  the  meeting 
turn  out  one  of  the  best-liked  in  IIATRFD  history.    Larry  Kirk,  ICFKA  Greeley 
teamed  up  with  Chuck  and  the  entire  program  went  off  aljnost  perfectly,     (over  for 
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From  Our  Chief  Special Correspondent : 


At  the  Denver  meeting  of  NATRFD,  stellar  guest  speaker  was  Colorado's  Gover- 
nor Stephen  L.  R.  McITichols.    There  were  visits  to  the-.  Bureau  of  Reclamation's 
materials  testing  laboratories  (for  water  handling- -dams,  flumes,  etc),  a  ranch 
and  a  brewery  (heavy  user  of  barley,  rice  and  hops)  at  Golden,  Colo.,  the  Denver 
Stockyards,  large  feed  lots,  Colorado  State  University  at  Fort  Collins,  the  Adams 
county  fairgrounds  and  a  mountain  resort.    Meals  and  social  functions  were  hosted 
by  KOA,  CSU,  and  various  trade  associations  and  commercial  firms,    NATRFD  president 
Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  conducted  a  half-day  business  session  but  the  rest 
of  the  three-day  conclave  was  devoted  to  information,  education,  and  recreation. 
Many  of  the  more  than  150  registrants  (including  families)  went  on  from  Denver  to 
continue  vacation  trips. 

Lyle  Liggett  of  the  American  Nat'l  Livestock  Ass'n,  Denver,  was  associate  of 
Muller  and  Kirk  in  handling  details  of  the  meet.    Larry's  boss,  old-time  broad- 
caster, H.  E.  Green,  owner  of  KFKA,  delivered  about  the  best  case  for  market  news 
via  radio  we've  ever  heard.    We've  asked  him  to  do  it  again  on  tape.    REA  Adm'r 
David  Hamil,  a  Colorado  rancher,  spoke  at  one  session.    The  group  paid  a  visit  to 
the  gleaming  new  building  of  the  National  Farmers '  Union  and  met  NFU  President 
James  Patton  and  members  of  his  staff,  including  former  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Charles  Brannon.    Herb  Jones,  SCS  field  info.  spec,  in  Denver  gave  the  group  an 
illustrated  talk  on  the  Great  Plains  conservation  program. 

Ex-RFD  Lowell  Watts  was  on  hand  in  Fort  Collins  in  new  capacity  as  secretary 
to  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  and  assistant  to  president  Bill  Morgan  to  help 
show  off  the  Colorado  State  University's  new  buildings  and  new  Federal  Seed  Storage 
Laboratory.    We  were  glad  to  see  and  talk  shop  with  Ext.  Info,  chief  Lewis  Thomas 

and  radio-TV  spec.  Mel  Eckard  Thurs.  morning  we  got  up  to  watch  Chuck  Muller 

do  his  6: 16  a.m.  farm  show.    This  Missouri -born,  Cornell-educated  farm  boy  seems 
to  fit  in  well  with  the  Colorado  landscape. 

Do  Grasshoppers  Migrate  to  Escape  Heat? 

Those  who  have  puzzled  over  the  problem  say:     'Could  be'.     Out  entomologists 
claim  hoppers  often  leave  where  there  is  plenty  of  green  vegetation.    In  trying 
to  explain  mass  movements  such  as  those  now  going  on  in  five  western  States,  the 
specialists  claim  flights  are  caused  by  a  compulsion  to  escape  uncomfortable 
surroundings.    Grasshoppers  like  temperatures  up  to  110  degrees  F.    Anything  hotter 
drives  them  toward  shade  or  a  cooler  environment.    Fifteen  minutes  at  135  degrees 
F.  will  kill  them.    When  a  few  individuals  begin  to  get  hot,  they  head  into  the 
wind  and  take  off.    After  that,  it's  follow  the  leader.    When  all  lady  hoppers  get 
ready  to  lay  eggs,  the  migration  ends. 

Suamer  Dressed:    Some  Are  Not 

After  interviewing  2,300  men,  AMS  researchers  report  American  males  are 
dressing  more  informally.    The  survey  sample  shows  more  than  one  fourth  of  the 
adult  males  throughout  the  country  own  sport  shirts,  summer  slacks,  sport  jackets, 
and  special  suits  for  summer  wear. 

More  Truck  Crops  Moving  by  Truck 

Rail  and  truck  shares  of  shipments  of  fruits  and  vegetables  will  change 
strikingly  in  the  next  few  years  from  those  of  a  few  years  back.    Cur  AMS  resear- 
chers expect  keener  competition  for  business  between  railroads  and  trucks.  Each 
offers  distinctive  service  advantages.     Each  can  learn  much  from  the  other.  They 
blame  rail  rate  increases  for  some  of  the  increasing  use  of  highway  transport  
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Will  nematodes  Inherit  the  Earth? 


Two  years  ago  scientists  at  USDA's  Hematology  Lab  at  Beltsville  and  the 
Brookhaven  rational  Lab  on  Long  Island  began  tests  to  find  whether  they  could 
use  rays  from  radioactive  materials  to  kill  those  tiny  worm-like  crop  pests 
known  as  nematodes.    They  now  report  that  while  radiation  of  650  roentgens 
means  certain  death  for  man,  it  takes  20,000  roentgens  of  radiation  to  even 
sterilize  the  female  golden  nematode  pest  of  potatoes.    It  takes  120,000 
roentgens  to  kill  that  plant  parasite.    Some  kinds  of  nematodes  need  between 
350,000  to  6k), 000  roentgens  to  kill  them.    They  can  stand  heavier  doses  of 
radiation  than  the  plants  on  which  they  live.    That  knocks  into  a  cocked- hat 
any  idea  the  researchers  had  of  possibly  freeing  nursery  stock  from  nematodes 
by  exposing  it  to  radiation.    The  different  kinds  of  nematodes  are  legion.  To 
illustrate  how  numerous  and  how  ubiquitous  nematodes  are,  one  of  our 
nematologists  declared  some  years  ago  that  if  everything  else,  except  nematodes, 
could  be  blotted  from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  the  contours  of  the  ground,  the 
growing  plants  and  trees  and  even  buildings  would  continue  to  show  in  ghostly 
outline  made  up  of  nothing  but  nematodes  if,  of  course,  there  was  anything  to 
support  the  nematodes  where  they  were. 

Cotton  Report  Shows  Acreage  Planted 

For  the  first  time,  this  week  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  included  in  its 
July  cotton  report  estimates  of  the  acreage  planted.    Prior  to  this  year,  the 
law  specified  the  first  report  on  acreage  should  be  the  acreage  in  cultivation 
July  1.    That  provision  was  amended  in  May.    Future  cotton  acreage  reports  will 
also  show  the  acreage  of  cotton  planted  rather  than  the  acreage  cultivation 
July  1.    This  will  make  cotton  acreage  reports  comparable  with  those  of  other 
important  crops.    This  year  the  planted  acreage  is  estimated  at  12,58^,000 
acres,  12  percent  less  than  last  year.    The  first  estimate  of  acreage  for 
harvest  this  year  will  come  Sept.  8.    But  if  the  percent  of  acreage  in  cultiva- 
tion July  1  equals  the  10-year  average,  the  '58  acreage  harvested  would  be 
11,920,000  acres.    That  would  be  the  smallest  harvested  acreage  since  1876  and 
would  compare  with  13,55^,000  acres  in  '57. 

Second  Ag.  Team  Leaves  for  Russia 

Tomorrow,  July  12,  the  second  USDA  official  study  group  will  take  off  for 
Russia.    This  exchange  team  wants  to  see  what  the  Soviet  Union  is  doing  in 
temperate  and  subtropical  plant  materials  we  don't  have  in  this  country,  but 
which  might  be  developed  here.    The  first  group  of  exchangees  now  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
went  to  make  economics  studies.    An  equal  number  of  Russian  observer  teams  are 
expected  in  the  U.S.    Arrangements  call  for  visits  to  farms  and  research 
institutions  over  about  a  30  day  period.  .  .  .Former  chief  of  USDA  Exhibit 
Service,  Harris  Baldwin,  is  now  with  FAS  as  a  technical  group  leader  for  foreign 
trainees.    Currently,  he  is  ushering  a  group  from  Yugoslavia,  Greece,  and  Brazil, 
in  this  country  for  5  months,  studying  visual  aids. 

More  Farm  Programs  in  Color 

'Rainbow  Ted'  Hutchcroft,  RC/DV,  reports  farm  color  programs  blossoming 
here  and  there  about  the  countryside.    He  says  in  some  localities  TFDs  are  doing 
their  entire  shows  in  color,  irhile  in  other  areas  just  film  and  slide  segments 
are  colorcast.    Those  reporting  color  work  are:  Ed  Sturgeon,  KMJ-TV,  Fresno; 
F.  U.  Risher,  Fla.  State  Mkt.  Bu. ,  Jacksonville;  Everett  Mitchell,  UHBQ,  Chicago; 
C.  B.  Carroll,  county  agent,  Shreveport;  Earl  Carpenter,  U.  of  Mass.,  John 
Merrifield,  UUJ-TV,  Detroit;  and  George  Perry,  WFMY-TV,  Greensboro.  .  .  Harry 
Martin,  UFBM,  has  strayed  from  Indianapolis  to  Moscow  and  environs,  but  only 
temporarily.    Harry  is  just  visiting.    Plans  to  be  back  at  his  chores  soon*  In 
the  meantime,  Johnny  Combs  who  formerly  used  to  help  Chuck  Worcester,  IJMT,  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  pinch-hitting  for  Harry. 
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HATRFDs  on  Pilgrimage  to  Denver 

All  IIATRFD  officers  were  on  hand  at  Denver.  .  .  .John  Douglass,  director 
of  Rural  Broadcasts  for  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  traveled  the 
longest  distance  to  the  meeting.    John  will  he  visiting  in  the  other  States  for 
a  month.  .  .  .Next  longest  was  HE  District  Chairman,  Doc  Webster,  WJTIT,  James- 
town, IT,  Y. ,  who  gave  geography  another  jolt  by  decorating  his  second  issue 
of  "The  IIATRFD  Kor'easter"  with  a  fine  view  of  the  Denver  Civic  Center.  He 
distributed  copies  to  the  assembled  firemen.  .  .  .The  family  with  the  most 
eventful  trip  up  to  meeting's  end  was  that  of  Charles  Might,  WMRIJ,  Marion,  Ohio. 
Driving  through  a  Kansas  town,  they  were  stopped  by  motor  police  and  informed 
that  they  were  to  be  ''tourists  of  the  month"  and  as  such  were  to  be  given  the 
keys  to  the  city  as  guests  of  the  town  for  a  day.    Later,  in  Denver,  Charlie's 
little  daughter  received  word  from  home  that  she  had  won  a  pony  in  a  local 
contest  -  They  hurried  back  while  their  luck  was  still  holding.  .  .  . 

Widely  Scheduled  Farm  Programs  Week  July  1^-19 

"Preview  of  World  Poultry  Congress"  at  Mexico  City,  Sept.  21-28.  Jack 
To\*ers,  Cliff  Warren,  FAS,  and  Ed  Karpoff ,  AMS,  discuss  what's  cooking  and  why, 
on  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  July  19  with  Hollis  Seavey  and 
"Agriculture  USA". 

"Preserving  Baked  Goods  by  Freezing"  -  Howard  Hass  interviews  Dr.  James 
Pence,  ARS,  of  the  Western  ITew  Use  Lab,  on  the  "American  Farmer"  program  12:30 
to  1:00  over  ABHetwork,  Sat.  July  19 . 

"Special  -  Fational  Farm  Safety  Feature"  and  "American  County  Life  Ass'n" 
annual  meeting,  reported  from  campus  of  Ohio  State  University  by  Ass'n  Ext.  Ed. 
Jim  Chapman,  on  national  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  12  to  12:30,  over  HEC,  Sat.  July  19 . 

"CBS  Farm  Hews  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS  9:30-9:V?  a.m.  Sat.  June  19 . 

"Washington  Farm  Report'1  with  Richard  Harkness  on  WBC  evenings  Mon.  through 
Fri.     See  local  listings  for  time. 

Send  Tape  for  Current  Recordings 


75Q78    "Forest  Fire  Lab"  -  Art  Brown,  FS,  tells  how  it  nay  check  lightning  fire 
losses  TIME:  2:22 

76Q78    "Atomic-Age  Fly  Production"  -  Dr.  Frank  Mulhern,  ARS,  explains  new  lab 

in  Fla. ,  to  cut  livestock  losses  TIME:  1:3^ 

77Q7G    "Seed  Storage  Lab"  at  Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  Dr.  D-  W.  Robinson,  agronomy 
dept.,  C.S.U. ,  tells  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  what  it  may  mean  to  nation's 
plant  breeders.  TIME:  3:50 

Special  Milk  Program  Extended 


Enclosed  with  this  letter  is  a  folder  on  the  Special  Milk  Program  which  has 
just  been  extended  another  three  years.    It  means  more  milk  for  more  children. 
Its  reimbursement  payment  features  enable  summer  camps,  settlement  houses,  and 
other  child-care  centers  to  offer  more  milk  at  reduced  prices.    For  further 
details  see  the  folder  and  your  local  educational  agencies  who  are  interested. 

Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 
Radio  C;  Television  Service 
P.S.    Correction  -  Cedric  d'Easum,  Idaho  Ass't  Ext.  Ed.  advises  us  that  Frank 
Teuton's  "Research  on  Parade"  was  one  of  the  most  popular  attractions  at  the 
Idaho  k-E  Congress  at  the  University  of  Idaho,  Moscow,  Idaho,  positively  not  at 
Pullman,  Wash.,  as  we  reported.    We  wondered  about  that  note,  too.'  cah 
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Letter  No.  830 
July  18,  1958 


First  news  to  greet  us  on  arrival  back  in  town  after  the  NATRFD  meet  in 
Denver  and  2  week's  vacation  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma  plus  3,000  miles  of  highway 
and  stops  in  between  to  visit  kindred  souls,  was  of  the  admirable  22  percent 
net  increase  in  farm  income  during  the  first  half  of  1958  over  the  first  half  of 
1957.    Our  economists  point  out  that  part  of  this  increase  reflects  delayed 
marketings  of  some  crops,  such  as  corn  and  cotton,  from  last  year's  late  harvest. 
Even  so,  if  the  net  change  in  farm  inventories  is  added  to  realized  net  income, 
the  increase  in  the  total  net  income  is  13  percent.    Prices  of  farm  products 
averaged  higher  than  in  the  same  months  last  year.    Farmers  took  in  about  9 
billion  dollars  from  livestock  and  livestock  products  in  the  first  half  of  '58 
and  about  k  and  3/^  billion  dollars  from  crops. 

Frozen  Turkeys  for  School  Lunch 

Late  today  the  Department  announced  an  offer  to  buy  1958-crop  frozen  turkeys 
for  use  in  schools  participating  in  the  Nat'l  School  Lunch  Program.    Grades  A 
and  B  will  be  purchased  with  no  more  than  30  percent  Grade  B,  with  a  3- cent 
price  differential.    Offers  are  being  requested  from  producers,  processors, 
co-op  associations  and  other  dealers  for  frozen,  ready-to- cook,  whole  turkeys 
in  car  lots  within  weight  ranges  of  18-2*4-  pounds. 

Livestock  Experts  Meeting  in  Jamaica 

The  Fourth  Inter-American  Meeting  on  Livestock  Production  meets  in  Jamaica, 
British  Uest  Indies,  next  week  and  the  week  after,  July  22- Aug.  1.    The  Depart- 
ment is  sending  nine  of  its  top  specialists  in  different  phases  of  production 
and  livestock  disease  control,  including  such  problems  as  the  campaign  against 
mastitis  in  this  country,  accounts  of  the  screwworra  eradication  now  going  forward 
in  our  southeast.    All  in  all,  some  good  stories  may  come  out  of  the  meeting.  It 
might  prove  something  well  worth  watching  out  for. 

Label  Yourself  a  Germ  Fighter 

In  a  release  earlier  this  week,  the  Department  pointed  out  just  what 
protection  you  can  expect  from  the  various  chemicals  available  for  fighting 
germs  in  the  home  kitchen,  bathroom,  nursery,  and  other  places  where  sanitation 
is  highly  important.    To  get  folks  even  to  read  the  fine  print  on  the  label  may 
not  be  easy.    To  get  them  to  understand  the  distinction  between  chemicals  that 
claim  to  be  sterilizers,  germicides,  fungicides,  bacteriostats,  fungistats,  and 
sanitizers,  is  something  else  again.    As  the  Department  specialists  say,  the 
ingredient  statement  and  carefully-worded  claims  for  effectiveness  that  appear 
on  a  product  label  may  lack  persuasiveness,  but  they  are  dependable  guides  to 
the  actual  germ- fighting  value  of  the  product.    The  first  lesson  in  fighting  germs 
is  to  understand  the  label  of  the  chemical,  you  are  fighting  them  with. 


More  Chicks  Change  Egg  Outlook 
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Up  through  April,  it  looked  as  if  U.  S.  hatcheries  would  turn  out  only 
about  7  percent  more  replacement  chicks  this  year  than  last.    But  in  May  hatchings 
jumped  to  a  level  23  percent  above  '57.    In  June  1.  there  were  2k  percent  more 
eggs  in  incubators  than  the  year  before.    How  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimates 
that  we1 11  have  about  10  percent  more  egg-type  chicks  hatched  during  the  main 
replacement  season.    That  changes  the  egg  price  outlook  for  the  last  few  months 
of  this  year.    Egg  prices  started  to  creep  up  in  late  June.    The  Board  expects 
egg  prices  to  continue  to  rise  in  the  next  two  or  three  months  -  but  they  may  not 
rise  fully  as  much  as  last  fall.    By  the  end  of  the  year  they  may  actually  be 
lower  than  a  year  earlier.    The  Board  indicates  that  until  the  last  2  or  3  months 
of  '58  they  are  likely  to  follow  an  irregular  upward  course. 

Two  More  States  Brucellosis  Free 

Tiro  more  stars  twinkled  into  notice  in  the  cattle  health  flag  this  week. 
Add  Michigan  and  Hew  Mexico  to  your  list  of  those  declared  modified-certified 
brucellosis  free.    This  makes  15  States  and  Puerto  Rico  which  have  now  reached 
this  disease-eradication  milestone.    The  others  are  Hew  Jersey,  Utah,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Maine,  Minnesota,  Hew  Hampshire,  Horth 
Carolina,  Vermont,  Washington,  and  Wisconsin.    In  addition,  570  counties  in 
28  other  States  have  also  been  certified.    Although  not  yet  officially  certified, 
we  understand  Alaska  also  claims  this  status.    For  a  State  to  qualify  for  certifi- 
cation, not  more  than  1  percent  of  all  cattle  and  not  more  than  5  percent  of  all 
herds  can  be  infected  with  the  disease.    The  reason  x^a're  hearing  about  these  new 
certifications  is  that  the  program  which  began  2k  years  ago  is  really  now  beginning 
to  pay  off  in  rapid  fire  order. 

Benson  Postpones  Russian  Trip  Indefinitely 

Saturday,  Secretary  Benson  announced  that  he  would  be  unable  to  visit  the 
Soviet  Union  this  summer  as  he  had  hoped.    He  expressed  regret,  and  appreciation 
for  the  courtesies  being  extended  to  the  U.  S.  agricultural  groups  now  in  the 
U.  S.  S.  R.    He  indicated  we  are  looking  forward  to  the  arrival  of  similar 
Russian  teams  in  this  country.    He  pointed  out  that  exchange  of  people  and  infor- 
mation between  our  nations  leads  to  mutual  benefit  Russian  group  on 

machinery  is  scheduled  to  arrive  here  July  30;    one  on  animal  husbandry  on  Aug.l, 

and  2  teams,  cotton  and  veterinary  science  are  due  Sept.  2  Meanwhile 

the  third  U.  S.  team  left  for  Moscow  on  Monday.    It  will  study  soils  and  water 
resources.    Russian  scientists  were  early  pioneers  in  big  scale  soil  classifica- 
tion -  so  our  experts  and  theirs  talk  much  the  same  language. 

And  How,  Farm  B 'Casting  in  Horth  Africa 

Dana  Reynolds,  formerly  USDA  R&TV,  reports  the  first  farm  radio  program 
in  Libya  will  go  on  the  air  pretty  soon.    He  says  he  believes  a  great  many  people 
can  be  reached  directly  and  indirectly  that  way.    Dana  transferred  from  eight  year* 
with  Washington  headquarters  of  ICA  three  months  ago  to  do  a  two-year  hitch  as 
deputy  dir.  Agri.  and  Water  Resources  Div.,  U.  S.  Operations  Mission,  Tripoli, 
Libya.    Since  1950  much  of  the  ag.  info  work  developed  in  other  countries  with 
U.  S.  help  has  been  with  Dana's  collaboration  as  Washington  mentor  and  backstop 

for  field  workers  Helen  Lortz,  Dana's  top  ass't,  transferred  to  ICA's 

personnel  division  six  months  ago.    Holding  down  the  fort  in  ICA's  Agricultural 
Institutions  branch  in  Helen's  old  job  now  is  Roger  Wolcott,  former  vis.  aids 
man  at  U.  of  Mass.,  who  just  completed  two  years  vis.  aids  and  ag.  info  work  in 
Panama.    Roger  attended  the  recent  1TATRFD  meet  in  Denver. 
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Warning  Agninst  Too  Many  Pigs 

Secretary  Benson  this  week  congratulated,  hog  growers  on  having  avoided 
excessive  increases  in  pig  crops  in  the  past  two  years.    At  the  same  time  he 
warned  against  overexpansion  in  the  next  .12  months.    He  noted  danger  in  the 
indication  in  the  June  Pig  Crop  Report  that  farmers  plan  a  ih  percent  bigger 
pig  crop  this  fall  than  a  year  ago.    He  urged  farmers  to  review  their  production 
plans  for  the  rest  of  the  '58  fall  pig  crop,  and  take  special  care  not  to  in- 
crease the  '59  spring  pig  crop  too  much.    He  pointed  out  that  they  can  maintain 
favorable  hog  prices  only  if  they  produce  the  quantities  and  quality  consumers 
want. 

International  Wheat  Surplus  Conference 

Starting  Sunday,  July  20  and  running  to  August  2,  economists  and  government 
officials  and  foreign  farm  leaders  meeting  in  the  International  Uheat  Surplus 
Conference  at  Brookings,  S.  D.  will  certainly  be  up  to  their  ears  in  wheat. 
Going  from  here  are  Ass't  Sec'y  Don  Paarlberg;  Dr.  Max  Myers,  FAS  Adrn'r,  Pat 
O'Leary,  FAS  ass't  adm'r  for  market  development;  Robert  Post,  head,  food  and 
feed  grain  section,  AMS;  and  Raymond  Vickery,  FAS  Grain  and  Feed  Division.  The 
Conference  aims  at  a  better  understanding  of  the  wheat  surplus  problem.  It 
will  discuss  expansion  of  export  markets  and  use  of  surplus  wheat  for  economic 
development  in  other  countries.    Any  RFDs  who  want  taped  summaries  or  comments 
on  the  Conference  should  send  tape  to  John  S.  Arnold,  Ext.  Ed.,  South  Dakota 
State  College,  Brookings,~STTn  

Great  Plains  Ag.  Council  Meeting 

July  29-31,  at  Montana  State  College,  Bozeman,  Montana,  the  Great  Plains 
Agricultural  Council  will  meet.    Hardy  Berry,  Chairman  of  the  Information 
Committee „  care  of  Ext.  Service,  Montana  State  College,  is  your  man  to  contact. 
The  Problems  of  the  Plains  -  water  problems,  land  problems,  and  cover  problems 
will  get  a  thorough  going  over.    I  That  studies  have  shown  about  adjusting  land-use 
and  production  will  get  top  attention. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Looking  over  the  ruins  of  the  Colosseum,  we  see  (in  last  Thursday's 
Ft.  Worth  Star-Telegram)  old  roamin'  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  guiding 
his  Texas  Ranch  and  Farm  Tour  through  the  'grandeur  that  was  Rome'.    We're  sure 
it  is  "Doc"  because  a  close-up  shows  him  giving  a  golden  key  to  Fort  Worth  to 
the  U.  S.  Ambassador  to  Italy,  iriLth  the  apparent  approval  of  a  marble  gent  in 
toga.  .  .  .And  in  the  "Charlotte  Observer"  we  see  Grady  Cole,  WBT,  Charlotte, 
11. C.  "using  the  witness  chair  like  an  old-fashioned  rocker"  in  a  court-room 
scene.    Grady  'whose  radio  voice  has  been  a  pre-dawn  alarm  clock  for  millions  of 
Carolinians  over  more  than  a  generation',  .   .  'came  close  to  turning  a  Police 
Civil  Service  Beard  hearing  into  a  Route  1  comedy  starring  Grady  Cole '  .  .   .  . 
Comments  the  "Observer":     'He  was  garrulous  as  ever  and  twice  as  unhurried. '.  .  . 
Bill  Sanders,  radio  dir.  South  Dakota  State  College,  becomes  Farm  and  News 

Director,  KPRB,  Redmond,  Ore.  the  first  week  in  August  John  Weidert, 

formerly  in  radio  under  U.  of  111.  Ext.  Ed.  Hadley  Read,  joined  our  staff  this 
week.    He  succeeds  Ted  Hutchcroft,  who  moved  up  to  take  charge  of  information 
about  the  Great  Plains  program.    John  hails  from  Watseka,  111.,  and  recently 
completed  a  hitch  in  the  Navy.   .   .   .Al  Bond,  Ext.  Ed.  Wash.  State,  one  time 
USDA  RCJTV,  wants  it  distinctly  understood  that  Frank  Teuton  and  his  "Parade 
of  Research"  played,  and  made  a  hit  at,  Pullman,  Wash.;  as  well  as  at  Moscow, 
Idaho,  and  those  other  far-away  places,  such  as  Juneau,  Fairbanks,  and  Honolulu. 
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Far  Flung  Farm  Programs  Week  July  21-25 

"A  Man  You  Ought  to  Know"  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  July  26. 
Agriculture  USA's  Hollis  Seavey  will  talk  with  Herschel  Newsom,  Master  of  the 
Grange . 

"Importance  of  Bees"  on  American  Farmer  program  over  ABNetwork,  Sat.  July y 
26,  12:30  to  1  p.m.    If  Napoleon  hasn't  already  convinced  you,  Howard  Hass,  ARSt 
and  Frank  Todd,  U.  of  Ariz.,  will.  I 

"Ag  Highlights  of  Brussels  Uorld's  Fair"  -  Take  them  in  with  Nick  Smith, 
farm  radio  ed. ,  U.  of  Dela. ,  on  Nat *1  Farm  b  Home  Hour,  July  26,  12  to  12:30  p.m. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS,  Sat.  9:30-9:^5  a.m.  July  26. 

^fashington  Farm  Report"  with  Richard  Harkness,  NBC,  evenings  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

"Product  Development  Research"  on> Tougher  Plastic  Dishes,  Better  Synthetic 
Detergents,  and  Easier  to  Prepare  Potatoes.    This  is  a  USDA-TV  Film  Package. 
Film  runs  2  min.  h$  sec. 

"Picking  Your  Picnic  Steak"  AMS  shows  how  to  do  it,  in  another  USDA-TV 
Package  of  nine  photos.    Also  going  out  in  a  few  days. 

Talkettes  Timed  for  Your  Tape 

78Q78    "Farm  Income"  -  Secretary  Benson  comments  on  improvement.    At  recent 

news  conference.  TIME:  1:36 

79Q78    "U.S.  Farm  Products  in  Brazil"  -  Jerry  Carlson,  RC;TV,  tells  of  market- 
expanding  exhibit  of  U.S.  farm  products  in  Brazil.  TIME:  1:2^- 

80Qj3    "Mesquite  Control"  -  Fred  Tschirley,  ARS,  tells  how  research  has  helped 
"bring  mesquite  under  control  in  Arizona.  TIME:  2:06 

3lQj8    "Outlook  for  Eggs"  -  Eddie  Karpoff,  AMS,  gives  Layne  Beaty  the  latest 

prediction  on  egg  prices.  TIME:  h:00 

Pineapple  Juncture 

On  July  hth  Murray  Cox,  VJFAA,  Dallas,  set  off  for  Hawaii  with  159  invading 
Texans.    Their  avowed  plan  was  to  annex  Hawaii  to  Texas,  so  Texas  could  "be  biggest 
again.    First  detachment  of  the  expedition  got  back  to  Dallas  this  morning.  They 
report  that  after  free  days  at  Waikiki  Eeach,  Murray  has  changed  plans  a  little. 
He  now  hopes  to  accomplish  his  purpose  by  bringing  Texas  into  the  Union  as  an 

outlying  district  of  Hawaii  Andy  Andrews,  Hearst  Metrotone  News,  was  in 

the  other  day  scouting  developments  likely  to  break  here  during  their  filming  of 
their  new  fall  series  of  TV  "Farm  ITewsreel" .    Andy  is  off  to  Alaska  next  week  to 
do  a  documentary  film.  .  .  .Fred  Niles,  of  " Cross- Country" ,  tells  us  they  plan 
to  pick  up  the  National  Corn  Picking  Contest  for  telecasting  in  their  fall  series 
the  week  of  Sept.  8.    Bill  Mason  was  showing  sample  issues  at  the  Denver  NATRFD 

meet  earlier  this  month  Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago,  next  week  addresses 

community  groups  at  Hinsdale  and  Atwood,  111.,  on  the  topic  of  "The  City  Man's 

Stake  in  Agriculture"  and  "Trends  in  Today's  Agriculture"  Congratulations 

to  Stan  Matzke,  KRVN,  Lexington,  Neb.,  on  five  years  of  outstanding  service  on 
that  station.    Stan,  farmer,  ex  farm  journal  ed. ,  State  senator,  ass't  mgr.  public 
power  dist.,  sec'y-treas  Neb.  State  Irrigation  Association,  and  recognized 

authority  on  irrigation,  continues  to  bring  wider  experience  to  the  mike  

NATRFD  VP  Maynard  Speece  says  he's  open  to  ideas  for  programming  the  '58  Conven- 
tion in  Chicago  Nov.  28-30.    Anyone  with  suggestions  contact  him. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  £  Television  Service 


U.  S.  DEPAft 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 
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Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  25,  1958 
Letter  No.  831 


It ' s  vacation  time ,  with  outgoing  Uashingtonians  more  than  replaced  by 
visitors  from  all  points.    The  capital's  traditional  hot,  humid  weather,  off 
to  a  slow  start  in  June,  has  caught  up  with  sizzling  vengeance  now  as  boiling 
legislative  pots  release  more  steam  into  the  atmosphere. 

Meanwhile,,  our  crop  situation  people  mopped  their  brows  and  announced 
that  last  year's  cotton  harvest  was  the  third  highest  per  acre  yield  on  record-- 
388  pounds.    Higher  were  1955  (kl7  Ids)  and  1956  {h0^  lbs).    This  year, 
cultivated  acres  of  cotton  are  down  1.7  million  under  last  year.  Allotments 
for  all  kinds  of  cotton  totaled  about  17-6  million  acres,  5  million  of  which 
were  signed  under  the  acreage  reserve  program  for  1953» 

Early  July  estimates  indicate  that  total  production  of  18  summer  vegetables 
for  the  fresh  market  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Four- Cent  Forest  Conservation  Stamp 


Tomorrow,  Postmaster  General  Summerfield  will  announce  this  country's 
first  Forest  Conservation  Commemorative  stamp,  one  of  the  first  kfi  stamps  to  go 
into  service  under  the  new  postal  rate  effective  August  1.    The  yellow,  brown 
and  green  stamp  commemorates  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Theodore 
Roosevelt  who  established  the  national  forest  system.    It  will  go  on  sale  first 
at  Tucson,  Ariz,  on  Oct.  29.    No,  it  does  not  feature  a  picture  of  Smokey  the 
Bear,  but  it  does  depict  an  interesting  forest  scene.    Rudolph  Uendelin,  USDA 
staff  artist  assigned  to  the  Forest  Service,  executed  the  original  art.  Forest 
Service  Chief  McArdle  served  as  consultant  to  the  Post  Office  Department  on  its 
design. 

International  Home  Ec.  Congress 

The  Ninth  International  Congress  on  Home  Economics  will  bring  over  a 
thousand  women  from  60  nations  to  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Maryland 
(near  Washington)  July  28  to  August  2.    They'll  study  problems  that  present 
day  social  and  economic  conditions  bring  to  families  and  how  home  ec.  education 
can  help  solve  them.    Organized  since  1908,  meetings  every  3  to  k  years  have 
been,  up  to  now,  in  various  European  capitals. 

More  County  Agents  on  Radio  and  TV 

The  Federal  Extension  Service  reports  (via  Les  Schlup's  weekly  letter  to 
state  extension  info,  folks)  that  78  percent  of  the  approximately  3>000  county 
agricultural  agents  broadcast  regularly,  an  average  of  twice  per  week.  Half 
the  counties  use  TV  to  reach  their  farmers. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 
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George  Stephens  (KCMO,  Kansas  City)  took  17  Missouri  stock  men  to  Canada  for 
five  days  recently.    They  looked  mostly  at  livestock  including  some  of  the  out- 
standing things  "being  done  with  en-Tine  there  Howard  Langfitt,  (WJDX,  Jackson, 

Miss.)  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Miss.  Ass'n  of  Co.  Ag.  Agents  We  enjoyed 

a  short  visit  with  Howard  enroute  back  from  Texas  last  week. ...Also  with  Bill 
Poole  and  staff  in  the  AMS  area  mkt.  info  office  in  Atlanta,  and  with  J.  Aubrey 
Smith,  ext.  vis.  aids  man  at  Univ,  of  Georgia  in  Athens.    He  and  his  boys  produce 
a  regular  schedule  of  films  for  Georgia  TV  in  their  campus  studios.    The  new 
Center  for  Continuing  Education  there,  with  educational  TV  station,  is  the  most 
modern  thing  we've  seen.... In  Dallas  we  had  a  pleasant  session  with  Harold  Bryson 

and  staff  in  the  AMS  Reg.  Mkt.  Info  office  Jack  Tompkins,  who  does  KCMC-TV's 

farm  shows  in  Texarkana,  plus  helping  run  a  livestock  commission  he  partly  owns, 

likes  his  dual  role.    He  commutes  daily  from  home  in  Atlanta,  Texas  Sorry  to 

miss  those  terrible  Texas  twins,  Doc  Ruhmann  (WRAP,  Fort  Uorth)  and  Murray  Cox 
(WFAA,  Dallas)  on  our  recent  visit.    They  were  on  their  respective  farm  study 
tours  to  Europe  and  Hawaii,  both  sending  back  tape  recordings  and  newspaper 

publicity  like  professionals  We  failed  to  mention  this  when  it  was  news,  but 

our  Dir.  of  Info.  R.  Lyle  Webster  wore  the  cap  and  gown  for  his  Ph.D  degree  in 
public  administration  at  American  University  here  back  in  June.    A  Master's 
degree  grad  of  Columbia  Uhiv.  in  the  early  thirties,  he  continued  to  plug  away 
at  night  classes  here  whenever  the  war,  the  Triple-A,  various  special  assignments 
and  promotions,  building  a  swimming  pool  and  a  new  home  and  raising  a  family 
allowed.    Lyle  says  the  only  day  that  calling  him  "doctor"  was  permissible  was 

the  day  after  graduation  Traveling  in  the  southern  states  this  month 

listening  to  farm  radio  shows  we  could  tune  in  along  the  way,  we  noted  that 
every  county  agent  on  the  air  was  talking  mostly  about  cotton  insect  control. 
Most  of  the  cotton  states  now  have  organized  and  systematic  easy- step  defenses 
against  cotton  parasites  which  are  proving  effective,  thanks  in  large  measure  to 
information  for  farmers  via  radio. 

Be  Careful  of  Sack  Labels 

This  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  new  chemise  dresses  but  the  Department 
announced  this  week  that  potato  sacks  marked  "U.S.  Extra  No.  1"  may  be  used 
within  certain  prescribed  limits.    That  grade  was  dropped  from  the  U.S.  Standards 
for  Potatoes  which  became  effective  July  15 .    Normally,  any  produce  marked  with 
a  non-existent  U.S.  grade  is  considered  to  be  misbranded  under  the  Perishable 
Agricultural  Commodities  Act.    A  USDA  press  release  went  out  to  you  on  Thursday 
spelling  out  four  conditions  for  use  of  such  sacks. 

33  Wheat  Varieties  to  be  Discounted 

Yesterday  the  Department  named  33  wheat  varieties  which  are  undesirable 
because  of  inferior  milling  or  baking  qualities  and  which  will  be  discounted  20 
cents  per  bushel  in  price  support  rates  on  the  1959  wheat  crop.    It's  the  same 
list  as  applied  to  this  year's  crop,  with  two  additions:    Kharkof  MC22  in  the 
hard  red  winter  class  and  Russell  in  the  hard  red  spring  class.    (Russell  is 
acceptable  in  Wisconsin).    The  press  release  containing  the  entire  list  has  gone 
to  you.    The  varieties  were  designated  by  USDA's  Agricultural  Research  Service 
after  consultation  with  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  personnel, 
agronomists,  cereal  chemists  and  others. 
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Heavy  Marketings  Bring  Seasonal  Price  Declines 

Though  farm  income  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  is  up  comfortably 
over  the  first  six  months  of  last  year,  as  we  reported  last  week,  the  Department's 
Demand  and  Price  Situation  report  out  last  Wednesday  reports  a  decline  of  three 
percent  in  farm  produce  prices  from  May  to  June.    Increased  marketings  brought 
sharp  seasonal  declines  for  vegetables,  potatoes,  and  wheat  and  moderate  declines 
for  cattle  and  calves.    Even  with  this  decline  in  June,  farm  produce  prices  still 
managed  to  average  five  percent  over  a  year  earlier  and  eight  percent  higher  than 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1957. 

Meanwhile,  the  Ag.  Mktg.  Service's  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest  said  on 
Wednesday  that  another  year  of  high  agricultural  output  seems  assured — a  record 
equalling  production  according  to  July  1  conditions.    This  is  in  the  face  of  the 
smallest  planted  acreage  in  ho  years  so  it  means  farmers  will  grow  more  per  acre. 
Winter  wheat,  of  course,  is  setting  a  new  record  and  the  TOTAL  wheat  crop  is  due 
to  be  the  second  largest ;  soybean  acreage  is  a  record,  corn  is  below  last  year 
but  more  than  average.    Cotton  and  grain  sorghum  acreages  are  well  below  last 
year. 

Despite  warnings  by  experts,  including  Secretary  Benson,  the  fall  pig  crop 
will  be  up  substantially  and  an  increase  in  cattle  numbers  has  begun.  Dairy 
production  is  about  last  year's  record;  broilers  are  ahead  of  1957;  but  turkeys 
will  be  fewer. 

NATKFD  Pacific  Northwest  Region  Meets 

Another  regional  newsletter  for  NATKFD  has  been  launched,  this  time  in  the 
Pacific  N.W.    (The  other  one  is  in  the  Northeast-New  England  region),  and  the  July 
11  annual  1953  meeting  at  Oregon  State  College  gave  it  full  endorsement. 

Regional  sec'y  Bill  Smith  (KOAC,  Corvallis,  Ore.)  reports  the  meeting  well- 
attended,  as  part  of  an  open  house  held  by  the  OSC  school  of  agriculture  for  farm 
broadcasters  and  farm  newspaper  editors  in  the  area. 

Attending  were  regional  prexy  Ivan  Jones  (KGW,  Portland),  Paul  Alexander  and 
Scott  Lamb  (KSLM,  Salem),  Lee  Boner  (KFLY,  Corvallis),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Garrett 
(Wash.  St.  Col. ),  Wallace  Kadderly,  Ben  Buisman  (KEX,  Portland  and  Oreg.  Grange), 
Dave  Hoss  (mgr.  KFLY)  and  Bill  Drips  (KOIN-TV,  Portland). 

Much  of  the  discussion  centered  around  the  newsletter,  which  is  being  edited 
by  Uallace  Kadderly  (who  claims  to  be  retired  but  has  trouble  proving  it).  Some 
of  the  suggestions  for  future  issues  of  the  newsletter  include:  Program  content 
exchange  information;  sales  information  exchange;  exchange  of  ideas  and  services. 

Congratulations,  fellows,  on  the  meeting  and  also  on  the  newsletter  which  we 
figure  will  be  a  popular,  helpful  adjunct  to  the  profession  in  the  N.W.  How 
about  sending  us  a  copy,  Wallace? 

IFYEs  in  Mid- Visit  Caucus  to  Consolidate  Gains 

This  week  and  next,  through  August  2,  121  rural  youth  from  3&  countries  who 
are  here  as  Int'l  Farm  Youth  Exchange  participants,  are  in  a  huddle  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  marking  the  mid-point  in  their  stay  in  the  U.  S.  The 
meetings  are  fostered  by  the  Nat'l  ^-H  Foundation  which  administers  the  whole 
IFYE  program. 

After  this  meeting  the  young  visitors  will  continue  their  working  and  visit- 
ing on  U.S.  farms.    Everett  Bierman,  Foundation  Info.  Officer,  is  on  deck  at 
Urbana  and  will  help  round  up  interviews  or  other  material  you  might  need.  Ev 
says  purpose  of  the  mid-point  meeting  is  to  help  make  the  last  half  of  their  U.S. 
visit  more  meaningful  to  the  visitors  through  an  organized  program  for  exploring 
and  evaluating  their  observations  and  experiences. 
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Our  Network  Contributions  July  28- Aug.  2 

"Int'l  Cong,  on  Home  Economics".    Part  of  our  home  feature  on  NBC's  Nat '1 
Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Aug.  2,  12  noon  EDT. 

"CBS  Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney.    Sat.  9:30-9:^-5  EDT. 

"Int'l  Wheat  Surplus  Utilization  Conf."    ABN's  American  Farmer,  Sat.  Aug. 
2    (See  local  listings)    Dick  Haislet  reports  from  the  conf.  at  S.  Dak.  St. 
Col.,  Brookings,  S.  D. 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  -  5  rain,  with  Richard  Harlmess  on  NBC  radio,  daily 
Mon.-Fri.    See  local  listings  for  time. 

"National  Seed  Storage  Laboratory"  on  Clear  Channel  Station's  weekly  show, 
"Agriculture  USA",  August  2.    (See  local  listings).    Howard  Hass  of  ARS  talks 
with  Dr.  D.  W.  Robinson,  head  of  Colo.  St.  Univ.  agronomy  dept.  about  this  new  lab. 

New  Additions  to  Our  Tape  Library 

82QT8    WHAT  IS  GIBERILLIN?    Dr.  Frank    Stodols  of  the  ARS  Utilization  Lab  at 

Peoria,  111. ,  explains  development  and  use  of  giberillins  as  plant  growth 
regulators.    He  responds  to  this  question:    "Dr.  Stodols,  just  what  is 
giberillin?"  TIME:  2:50 

83Q78  WHEAT  UTILIZATION  RESEARCH  Dr.  Robert  Dimler,  ARS,  explains  why  and  how 
utilization  research  on  wheat  is  being  carried  on  at  the  Utilization  Lab 
in  Peoria.  TIME:  1:U7 

8UQ78    MORE  ELECTRIC  POWER  AND  PHONES  FOR  RURAL  FAMILIES     Layne  Eeaty  chats 

with  David  Hamil,  REA  Administrator.  TIME:  3:kk 

If  you  wish  any  of  these,  send  us  blank  tapes  for  dubbing.    Order  by  serial 
number.    These  three  should  be  used  fairly  soon. 

Carolina  in  the  Morning  (and  at  night) 

Dick  Stokes,  farm  director  at  WNCT-TV,  Greenville,  North  Carolina,  reports 
his  program  is  showing  his  viewers  a  unique  change  in  hog  raising.    The  station 
is  showing  the  trend  away  from  one-crop  tobacco  raising  and  into  a  diversified 
farming  program  designed  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  eastern  North  Carolina  area.  To 
do  this,  WNCT-TV  has  set  up  a  60-sow  pig  farm,  and  will  feature  daily  telecasts 
showing  proper  ways  of  management,  sanitation,  feeding,  housing  and  marketing. 
From  6:00  to  7:00  a.m.  during  the  summer  months,  this  living  demonstration  of 
increased  hog  production  through  the  use  of  special  farrowing  houses  is  picked 
up  by  live  camera  direct  from  the  pig  farm.    The  whole  program  is  designed  to 
pave  the  way  for  maximum  returns  from  the  farmer's  investment  while  it  helps 
supply  the  250  thousand  hogs  needed  yearly  by  a  new  meat  processing  plant  at 
nearby  Wilson,  N.C, 

Meanwhile,  Harry  Daniel  has  succeeded  Jim  Anderson  as  ass't  to  Ted  Hyman, 
radio  and  TV  editor  at  North  Carolina  State  College.  He's  a  native,  and  grad. 
of  NCS:  in  ag.  economics. 

Another  broadcaster  (since  June  2h,  mostly  at  night)  according  to  Ted,  is 
his  new  heir  Wesley  Maxwell  Hyman.    It's  been  a  trail  blazing  year,  says  the 
elder  Hyman  who  in  the  past  12  months  has  hoisted  anchor  on  the  sea  of  matrimony 
and  taken  up  the  responsibilities  of  home  ownership  and  fatherhood.    Says  long- 
time bachelor  Ted,  "all  things  come  to  him  who  waits". 


Sincerely , 


Radio  L  Television  Service 


